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OBJECTIVE

• Autism Spectrum Disorder is a neurodevelopmental condition 

characterized by difficulties with social communication and 

restricted/repetitive behaviors. 

• It is reported to occur in all racial and ethnic groups; however, 

literature on assessing autistic Filipino-Americans is scarce. 

• Filipino Americans are third largest Asian-American population in 

the United States. 

• To date, there are nearly 4.1 million Filipino-Americans in the 

country. 

• Therefore, guidelines in multicultural assessment are imperative in 

the diagnostic process because there are specific cultural factors that 

should be considered such as perception on disabilities, cultural 

values, acculturation level, etc. 

• We discuss the use of the ECLECTIC model in assessing a US-born 

Filipino-American child of immigrant parents.
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ECLECTIC MODEL (Fujii) 

CASE STUDY

Carlo is an 8- year- old referred for an evaluation due to parental 

concerns including inconsistent functional communication, impulsivity, 

difficulties maintaining friendships, sensory-seeking behaviors, and 

highly specialized interests

CONCLUSIONS

Cultural factors significantly affected this family’s perception of the 

patient’s behaviors and social interactions. Using a cultural lens is 

essential in autism assessments because of the strong relationship 

between social cognition/behaviors and culture. Additionally, assessment 

will enhance clinical formulation and help identify potential biases that 

may interfere with appropriate autism diagnosis and effective 

recommendations, particularly in the Filipino-American community.
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