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BACKGROUND CONCLUSIONS

• Several published clinical practice guidelines (CPGs) exist for 

the management of antithrombotic agents in patients 

undergoing GI endoscopy. 

• However, to date, the quality of such CPGs has not been 

systematically appraised. 

• The goal of this study was to identify and evaluate the quality 

of CPGs for the management of antithrombotic agents in peri 

endoscopic period published within last 6 years.

TABLE: Clinical practice guidelines included in the critical appraisal 

METHODS

• A systematic search of PubMed and Embase database was 

performed to identify eligible CPGs. Any CPGs published 

between January 1, 2016 and April 14, 2022 addressing 

management of antithrombotic agents in patients undergoing 

GI endoscopy were eligible. 

• The Canadian Agency for Drugs and Technologies in Health 

(CADTH) broad filter for the CPG terms was used since it is 

the most sensitive filter. 

• The quality of the CPGs was independently assessed by five 

reviewers using the Appraisal of Guidelines for Research & 

Evaluation II (AGREE II) instrument.

• Domain scores were considered of sufficient quality when 

>60% and of good quality when >80%.

• The findings from our study show that the overall methodological quality of the CPGs for the management of antithrombotic 

agents in patients undergoing GI endoscopic procedures varies across various domains. 

• Out of 7 included CPGs, only one CPG included patient representatives in the CPG development process. 

• These findings also emphasize on the need for following a consistent methodology and using a systematic approach for the 

development of CPGs to ensure reproducibility.

• There is a significant scope for improvement for methodological rigor and the applicability.

RESULTS

FIGURE: Median scores for the AGREE II domains for each included CPG

• The search yielded 343 citations of which 7 were CPGs and 

included for the critical appraisal (Table ) (one CPG was 

published in two journals). 

• Five CPGs were published by the gastroenterology 

associations in Europe (n=2) and Asia (n=3) and two in the 

United States. 

• The overall median score for the AGREE II domains was 

100% for scope and purpose, 72% for stakeholder 

involvement, 86% for rigor of development, 100% for 

clarity of presentation, 29% for applicability and 89% for 

editorial independence. 
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