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MENINGOCOCCAL BURDEN OF DISEASE IN ARGENTINA: 10 YEARS EPIDEMIOLOGIC REVIEW

IMD burden is 
concentrated in 
infants aged < 1 year 
in Argentina with no 
adolescent peak
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Serogroup B has 
recently become the 
predominant
serogroup identified, 
specially in infants 
aged <1 year

Total: 1,972 cases

These results show 
the dynamism of IMD, 
the importance of 
vaccinating at an early 
age and offering 
protection against 
predominant 
serogroups.

IMD incidence peaked in 2013 at 0.69 per 100,000 population and declined
to 0.22–0.23 per 100,000 in 2018 and 2019 (Source: DiCEI-SIISA-Malbrán
Institute. Ministry of Health)

MenB accounted for an increasing proportion of characterized
serogroups in infants aged < 1 year (Source: DiCEI-SIISA-Malbrán Institute.
Ministry of Health)

To update data on IMD case numbers, incidence, 
mortality, CFR and serogroup distribution in 
Argentina between 2010 and 2019, and to 
support assessment of prevention strategies.

BACKGROUND RESULTS CONCLUSIONS

In 2017, vaccination against meningococcal serogroups A, 
C, W and Y (MenACWY) was implemented for infants (aged 
3 -5 and 15 months) and adolescents (aged 11 years).

Up to 2015, between 170 and 300 cases of invasive
meningococcal disease (IMD) were reported in Argentina
per year.1,2

Serogroups B and W predominated in recent years.1,3

Aim

Abbreviations: DEIS, Directorate of Health Statistics and Information; ICD-10, International Classification of Diseases 10th Revision; IMD, invasive 
meningococcal disease; MenB, meningococcal serogroup B

B
W

Retrospective observational study using 
surveillance data in Argentina, 2010-2019, including:

*versions SNVS (SIVILA/C2) / SNVS2.0

IMD cases notified to 
National Surveillance System* 

or National Reference 
Laboratory as suspicious or 

confirmed IMD4,5

Hospitalizations and deaths
reported by DEIS with code
ICD-10 A39 and subcodes6

METHODS

IMD incidence declined with age in all years and was lowest in 2018 and
2019 (Source: DiCEI-SIISA-Malbrán Institute. Ministry of Health)
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CFR increased with age. However, mortality was 18 times higher in
infants aged <1 year than all other age groups (Source: DEIS. Ministry of
Health)
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