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Background

About 1in 10 new HIV diagnoses in the United States
are attributed to injection drug use or male-to-male

sexual contact and injection drug use (men who report
both risk factors).

® Pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) can reduce
the risk of HIV infection by greater than 90%

* PrEP remains underutilized

® The SARS-CoV2 pandemic, active drug use,
mental iliness, and homelessness create
barriers to preventative care

® Since 2019, there's an ongoing HIV outbreak
among PWID In the Boston area

® Develop a collaborative program with
Infectious diseases and pharmacy to minimize
barriers and increase education surrounding
PrEP in PWID

® In July 2020, CHA launched the Specialty
Pharmacy PrEP protocol which allowed
pharmacists to prescribe and monitor daily
tenofovir disoproxil /emtricitabine (TDF/FTC) for
referred PWID

® Inclusion Criteria: Adult patients admitted to the
hospital with VDU related complications

® Exclusion criteria: Patients with HIV, active
hepatitis B, or a creatinine clearance < 30
mL/min

Conclusions

® Nov 2020-March 2022, 23 patients accepted
referral into the program

® 87% (n=20) did not remain In the program to
receive the 1st month supply of TDF/FTC

® 3 patients received at least 1 months of
TDF/FTC, 2 opting out after the 1st month and
the 3rd opting out after 5 months

® 8 (35%) patients had at least 1 IVDU related ED
visit or hospitalization within 90 days of opting
out of the program

Reported Reason for Program Discharge, n=23

® Unable to contact

Not Interested (no reason
provided)

Denies Injection

® May 2021-March 2022, 23 additional patients
declined program referral
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