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Introduction: Results:
According to the CDC, in 2011-2012 children
aged 6-11 years had experienced dental caries Percent of Patients Requiring Restorations Percent of Patients Requiring Complex Treatment
in permanent teeth. Among those, pit and
fissure caries are disproportionately higher
than smooth surfaces caries in the school aged Two Surface Restoration _
population.2 With sufficient evidence for the Key: Extractions Kev:
efficacy of dental sealants in the prevention of B Sonlant Grocin B Seaiant aroup
pit and fissure caries, this dental service
remains underutilized by dental professionals.
The population with lowest dental sealant One Surface Resforation Root Canals
prevalence is non-Hispanic black children
compared with Hispanic, non-Hispanic white,
and Asian children.? In addition to preventing 0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 0.00%  0.50%  1.00%  150%  200%  250% 3.00% 3.50%  4.00%
caries, sealants have also proven to produce
cost savings if placed on patients during Average and Mean Cost Per Patient
periods of greatest risk. The push for third $250.00 . . Conclusion:
pa}rty payers to cover cost 9f seaIaTnts along = Median Cost/Patient 1. Patients in the sealant group were less likely to
V\{'th replacement and repair continues to be an $200.00 W Average Cost/Patient require subsequent treatment.
aim of the.AAPD. The purpose of the :c)tudy was 2. Of the patients who required subsequent
to determine t_he_ restpratlve cost saV|.ngs of $150.00 treatment, the severity of disease was reduced
Alabama Medicaid chllldren who recglved including fewer root canals, extractions, and full
seala.mts compared with those who did not $100.00 coverage restorations.
receive dental sealants. $50.00 3. The cost to the Medicaid system was significantly
less per patient if patients received sealants than
Methods: $0.00 those who never had sealants placed.
Dental claims from continuously enrolled Unsealed Group Sealed Group Four Molars Sealed
children in Alabama Medicaid aged 5 to 7 years Group
old were analyzed into two separate cohorts. Acknowledgements: References:
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