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Dental treatment of pediatric patients can 
be confounded by lack of cooperation for 
dental procedures and even radiographs 
and exams [1]. Due to their age and 
uncooperative behavior, general 
anesthesia is a common modality of 
treatment for these children. In an AAPD 
poll, 87% of board-certified pediatric 
dentists reported using general 
anesthesia for uncooperative patients [2].

The purpose of this study is to assess 
changes in behavior in children who have 
undergone dental treatment under 
general anesthesia at Woodhull Medical 
Center’s Pediatric Dental Practice. Data 
collection will be done by analyzing Frankl 
Behavior Scale scores during recall visits 
before and after treatment under general 
anesthesia

* To determine if there are negative 
correlation in Frankl score for patients 
after undergoing surgery in the hospital

* To consider differences that exist 
between a hospital and private practice 
settings that may impact the overall 
experience for a child undergoing 
general anesthesia

* To recommend accommodations or 
modifications a hospital can make in 
order to improve behavioral outcomes

* This study will analyze the pediatric 
patient population at Woodhull Medical 
Center

*  Pediatric Dental Clinic that have 
undergone a general anesthesia 
procedure. Age, Frankl score at initial 
visits, Frankl score at recall visits before 
procedure and 6- and 12- month follow-
up visits
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*  Mean age of patient is 3-4 years old and 
of those patients that returned for recall 
appointments post-OR, the mean age is 
lower

*  Of 138 patients that underwent 
complete oral rehabilitation under general 
anesthesia, 61 did not return for post-
surgery recalls. Of the patients that 
returned for recall appointments post-OR, 
increased rates of recall no-show rates are 
seen

*  Marked improvements in behavior are 
noted post-ORBehavior appears to 
improve progressively over time
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Unmatched Ttest results produced a p << .05, for all possible 
methods of testing (Equal/Unequal Distrib, 1- & 2-tailed)
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A Comparison of the PreOnly and PrePostOP Groups, 
in terms of Percent Differences in Missing Data (M) 

and Changes over Time
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